
 
 
July 2026 
Dear PYSO Students and Parents: 
 
On behalf of Jacob Joyce (our Music Director), Kayla Opalinski (our Manager of Marketing), and Eve Goodman (our Program Director and 
Librarian) I would like to extend a warm welcome to the NEW members of PYSO’s 2026-27 season. We also congratulate our returning 
students on a wonderful 25-26 season and a fantastic tour to Greece!  We very much look forward to seeing ALL of you in the Fall! 

I want to take this opportunity to briefly introduce myself to all of you. I am Scott Miller, and I am deeply honored and excited to serve as the 
new Executive Director for the Pittsburgh Youth Symphony Orchestra. We will all miss Mr. Powers, and we wish him the best of luck in his 
new position with Pittsburgh Opera! I met many of you during the tour to Greece where each day you impressed me with your talent, 
professionalism, comradery, and kindness. To the new PYSO members - I am looking forward to meeting you, and I hope you are as excited 
as I am to join this premiere Pittsburgh organization!  

Originally from Youngstown, Ohio, I have a BM in Music Education from Youngstown State University and a MM in Wind Conducting from the 
University of Nevada, Reno. I have experience teaching middle, high school, and college music classes and ensembles, and I previously 
served as the Programs & Operations Manager of Pittsburgh Youth Concert Orchestras (PYCO) in Wexford, PA. I am excited to bring my 
administration and education experience here to PYSO! Please feel free to email me at scott@pyso.org at any time! 

With summer upon us, we also want to reach out to relay some preliminary information for PYSO’s upcoming 2026-27 season; We have a 
busy concert season planned! There is a lot of information below, and we ask that you please read thoroughly and put these important dates 
on your calendar!  

We will continue sharing information over the course of the summer. If you have any preliminary questions, please let us know. In the 
meantime, we hope you have a great rest of the summer and that you find lots of time to practice ������ 

Most sincerely, 

Scott, Eve, Jacob, and Kayla 

FIRST REHEARSAL & ORIENTATION: 

PYSO rehearsals are held weekly on Sunday evenings from 6:00 – 9:00 pm at Heinz Hall. 

• Our first rehearsal will be Sunday, September 13, 2026. 
• Student Orientation will begin at 5:00 pm followed by tutti rehearsal at 6:00 pm. 
• Parents will have an orientation starting at 6:05 pm on the 4th floor in RR1. 

HEINZ HALL CONCERTS 
• Sunday, December 6, 2026 at 7:30 pm Concert (Sound check at 5:30 pm) 
• Sunday, February 21, 2027 at 7:30 pm Concert (Sound check at 5:30 pm) 
• Sunday, May 16, 2027 at 7:30 pm Concert (Sound check at 5:30 pm) 

OTHER EVENTS: 

• Sunday, January 17, 2027 - Tiffany Concert at Calvary Church (Mandatory for all Strings) 
• Sunday, April 11, 2027 - Allegheny Riverstone Arts Series (Schedule TBA) 

CONCERTO COMPETITION 
 

PYSO will be holding the annual Concerto Competition on 
Saturday, November 21, 2026 from 12:00 – 5:00 pm at Heinz 
Hall. The winner will perform with perform at a PYSO concert at 
Heinz Hall during the season.  More information will be relayed at 
the start of the season. 

CONDUCTING WORKSHOPS & COMPETITION 
 

Maestro Joyce will host conducting workshops in the Fall of 2026 
to be followed by the Conducting Competition on a later date in 
November 2026. The winner of the Conducting Competition will 
conduct PYSO at a PYSO concert at Heinz Hall during the season. 
More information will be relayed at the start of the season. 

MEMBERSHIP PACKETS 
 

Membership Packets will be emailed in early August. The packets 
will contain comprehensive information including the PYSO 
Handbook, Membership Dues information, Scholarship 
information, Attendance Policies, etc. 

 

MEMBERSHIP DUES 
2026-2027 Membership Dues will be $850, plus an additional 
$25 for PYSO Parents’ Association dues to help cover costs of 
student meals on concert days and other expenses over the 
season. Payments may be made in one or two installments. 
Financial assistance for memberships dues is available. 
Information about financial assistance will be included in the 
Membership packets. 

MUSIC 
• We are working on establishing the repertoire for the first concert.  
 

• We hope to have seating audition information and dates, as well as music, to you by mid-August. 
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